Sunday, November 22, 2009         St. Alban’s, Bentwood
Visioning NOTES


WHAT ARE OUR GIFTS AND STRENGTHS

· What do people say about us?


· Building blocks

· What are we know for?
· See people in need and take care of it

· Liberal and conservative

· Fun

· Hospitality

· Treat you like family

· Young priest, news, tons of energy

· Beautiful landscape

· Strong leadership

· Junior warden

· Strong core group that keeps things going

· Praying for each other

· Bishop’s community

· Sr. Warden

· Part of area ministry-Antioch

· Freedom to worship

· Diverse, accepting/following that “liberal” Jesus

· Intergenerational

· Under the radar                   geographical distance from SF
· 2 bathrooms

· Social ministry


· ECW

· Children

· Animals

· After school

· Gift of healing

· Active men’s group (eating badly)

· Keeping the small town feeling

· Take care of our own

· Learned to be flexible

· Noticed in community

· www.youtube.com (father Aris)

· ECW

· Focus on youth (Megan)

· Working with Methodist

· Care for creation (Jennifer)

· Going green
· Recycling

· Clean-up days in the community

· PLUG -- green bd and Fair Trade

· Music

· Welcoming

· Generous

· Good place for small groups to meet

· Boy Scouts

· AA meetings

· After school (EXITO)

· Grounded Episcopalians

· Historical – the church that has been here for awhile

· Spiritual

· “little county church”
WHAT IS GOING ON IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
· Who is here?

· Who is not?

· What needs?
· What realities

· 12 years ago Brentwood was small

· 125% increase in population

· Healthcare

· Unemployment

· Foreclosures


All due to the economy

· Losing jobs

· Homelessness is now visible in this community

· Active (4) senior adult communities

· 50% new and 50% “old” attending St. Alban’s

· Large Hispanic population

· Growing ethnic diversity

· Other Faith Communities
· only 20% have regular church attendance
· long commute to work

· spend weekends differently

· support groups for health care

· things for youth

· drug use program for kids

· increase in gangs

· strength for families (kids on their own)

· seniors need help

· karate

· consistency on what we have 

· HOPE

IF YOU HAD ONE ISSUE YOUR COULD PREACH ON 
· If you were the priest and had 20 minutes, what would be your focus?
· Stewardship                    time & talent, volunteer, ---3 legged stool

· Hunger
· Perseverance

· Communication

· Involvement in community & church   ---- with commitment

· Faith 24/7 in the LORD

· Take the             of Christ to the world

· Importance of bringling in youth and families

· Naming and resisting powers of greed and stupidy

· Our own divinity --- Imago Dei

· It is up to us to intervene

· Our hands = Christ’s hands

· We have a role
· I would tell people that Christianity ≠ fundamentalism

· Social ministy --- Latino outreach

· Balance (family, work, religion)

· Prayer, study & action

· Personal responsibility (play it fair-not like Survivor)

· Small groups – provide support 24/7

· Care for the environment

· Love Your Neighbor

· Ministering to disadvantaged seniors

· Affordable healthcare

· $$ for education


      Need for management

· Improved literacy

· Job creation

· Continuing eduation

· Accepting disablies & welcoming differently abled

WHAT IS YOUR DREAM FOR THE NEXT 12 MONTHS?
· If you leave & come back in one year …

· What is your sense of God’s claim/call??
· More singles – all differenent age groups

· More diversity in worship (times, service styles, days of week)

· LIFE all the time doors open, things happening

· Support our neighbors 

· migrant workers

· lower socio economic groups

· Services at different times

· More services – bilingual

· AM/PM prayer, Saturday service

· More youth – mor5e young adults – something going on

· Advertise

· Food pantry

· Soup in the park

· Sandwich kitchen

· Assistant priest, secretary

· Growth in the congregation

· Strong laity empowerment

· Parish not a Mission’

· $$ stable---self sustaining

· Major outreach/fundraiser that 

· St. Alban’s is know for

· Support for shelters

· Destination for the unchurched

· Because we are close knit

· Where you can think on your own

· Room for ALL of us

· Learn to listen to God’s spirit

· A place to experience transformation

· Support for CORE group

Catholic c





Fundamental





LDS








OTHER FATH COMMUNITIES











4

